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patrician Louses. Such a mighty work had already been contemplated by
Cicero, us the hopeless vision of the pliilantliropist and philosopher; but
Caesar's praeticfd sagacity saw that it not only ought to be done, but could
be done, and doubtless luid lie but lived ten or twenty years longer, he
would luive anticipated by six centuries the glory of the imperial legislator
Justinian.
Another work of equal utility but fortunately of much smaller compass
was the reformation of the calendar, and this it was given to the great Julius
to effect, and to call after his own name. The Roman year, even before the
time of Cfesar, ought to have equalled on the average 365 days and six
hours; so near had the astronomers of the period of Numa already arrived
to the real length of the earth's revolution round the sun. This year had
been calculated on a basis of 354 days, with the intercalation every second
year of a month of twenty-two and twenty-three days alternately; but an*
other day had been added to the 354 to make an odd or fortunate number,
and to compensate for this superfluous insertion the number of intercala-
tions was proportionally diminished by a very intricate process. The sim-
plicity of the original arrangement being thus violated, great carelessness
had soon prevailed in making the requisite corrections. In course of time
the pontiffs, to whose superior skill the guardianship of the calendar had
been entrusted, had shrouded their science in a veil of religious mystery,
and turned it to political or private ends. They commanded the intercala-
tion of a month arbitrarily, when it suited them to favour a partisan who
desired the extension of his year of office, or the postponement of the day on
which his debts should become due. They abstained from the requisite in-
sertion at the instance of some provincial governor, who was anyious to hasten
his return to the enjoyments of the capital. This control over the length of
the civil year, as well as the power of proclaiming the days on which busi-
ness might or might not be transacted, had become an engine of state in the
hands of the oligarchical government, with which the pontiffs were for the
most part politically connected. The grievance had lately become intoler-
able. In the distracted state of public affairs and amidst conflicting personal
interests, the pontiffs had abstained from intercalating since the year 52, and
had even then left the civil calendar some weeks in advance of the real time,
Since then each year had reckoned only 355 days, and the civil equinox had
got eighty days in advance of the astronomical. The consuls accordingly,
who entered on their office the 1st of January, 47, really commenced their
functions on the 13th of October. The confusion hence resulting may be
easily imagined. The Roman seasons were marked by appropriate festivals
assigned to certain fixed days, and associated with the religious worship of
the people. At the period of harvest and of vintage, for instance, seasonable
offerings were to be made, which it was no longer possible to offer on the
days specifically assigned for them. The husbandman rejected the use of
the calendar altogether, and depended on his own rude observations of the
rising and setting of the constellations.
Caesar had acquired a competent knowledge of astronomy, in which his
duties as chief of the pontiffs gave him a particular interest. He composed
himself a treatise on the subject, which had long retained its value as a
technical exposition. With the help of the astronomer Sosigenes, he
recurred again to the simple calculations of Numa, and was content to dis-
regard the discrepancy, which he conceived perhaps with Hipparchus to be
more trifling than it really is, between the length thus assigned to the year
and the true period of the earth's revolution. In the course of centuries